
 

A tribute to Sr. Mercedes, St Aloysius’ former Principal (1978 – 1985), 

teacher, colleague and friend. 

12th May 2023 Sr. Mercedes Desmond passed away peacefully surrounded by her loving 

family and community at St. Maries of the Isle.  In memory of Sr. Mercedes we wish to share 

with you a little tribute to her life, her commitment and her passion for education.  Sr. 

Mercedes was a kind, dedicated and progressive Principal in St. Aloysius School.  She was a 

pioneer in the advancement of education in Science in Ireland.  We remember Sr. Mercedes 

warmly and we will be forever grateful for her legacy of excellence here in St Aloysius 

School.   

Sr. Mercedes Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam dílis. 

 

Some memories … 

  

Sr. Mercedes Desmond, R.I.P. 

Sr. Mercedes was known to all of us here for many reasons and in a variety of ways: 

 To her family of birth and her Mercy family she was a kind and loving presence for all the 

years of her long life; 

To the community of Science educators, she was widely and rightly regarded as one of the 

pioneers of Science education in Ireland. She was a founder member of I.S.T.A., the Irish 

Science Teachers’ Association, and was awarded an honorary doctorate from U.C.C. for her 

contribution to science and education. Fittingly, Sr. Mercedes was conferred with her Ph.D, 

in 2015 on George Boole Day, a day which commemorated a great pioneer of science.  

To us in St. Als, though, she was simply our own Sister Mercedes, classroom teacher, 

principal, colleague, and friend. Her pupils found always a kind word and encouragement. 

She was a great advocate for the education of girls and women in the sciences, as is borne 

witness to by the long list of eminent past pupils who have made their mark in all branches of 

Science from Astronomy to Zoology. As principal, she encouraged her pupils and their 

teachers not just in academic pursuits but in extra-curricular activities too and she took great 

delight in sports, musicals, debates, quizzes. Her smiling face was there to congratulate or to 

commiserate.  

Parents, too, found her understanding and accessible and were happy to entrust their children 

to her loving care during her years as principal of St. Als.  



Her fellow-teachers have happy memories of her as a colleague. Hers was a warm and easy-

going presence in the Science department and in the Staff Room.  

One memory that former staff members have shared with me concerns an incident that took 

place in 1979 and illustrates both Sr. Mercedes kindness and her practical nature. At that 

time, Sr. Mercedes had been principal for less than a year, having been appointed in 1978. In 

the spring and summer of 1979, the postal workers went on strike for 18 weeks with the result 

that no post could be delivered. This included pay cheques, which, in those days, came 

directly to school, once a month. Teachers would collect them and go to the bank to lodge 

them to pay their bills. No post – no cheques. No cheques – no money. People were very 

worried. Sr. Mercedes, however, took action. She took the train to Dublin, somehow 

persuaded the powers-that-be in the Salary Department that they should release the cheques 

to her, hopped on a train back to Cork and had the pay cheques into the hands of her very 

grateful staff a few hours later. 

Many are the stories I could tell of Sr. Mercedes kindness, but I don’t want to keep you too 

long. I am going to leave you with the words of one who was a pupil and a colleague of Sr. 

Mercedes Desmond and who also worked under her as principal. She said: ‘Because of her 

sensitivity to people’s needs, Sr. Mercedes was always very aware of what was happening in 

her staff members’ personal lives, and she rejoiced with or sympathised with us, as 

appropriate. Today we sympathise with her family, her Mercy sisters and her many friends. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam uasal. 

Miriam Uí Dhonnabháin, past pupil and teacher of St. Aloysius School  

 

Physics Laboratory St. Aloysius School dedicated to Sr. Mercedes in 2022 to 

mark her 100th birthday. 

 

 



               

 

Sr. Mercedes 100th Birthday 2022 

Sr. Mercedes was due to celebrate her 101st birthday on Sunday 14th May 2023.  This time last year 

Sr. Mercedes enjoyed a wonderful celebration of her 100th birthday with family and friends.  Sr. 

Mercedes looked forward to this celebration for a number of years as she said to me in 2019 when 

we celebrated St Aloysius school’s 180th that “it will be my 100th next”.  We are delighted to say that 

the 100th took place and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

 

Sr. Mercedes celebrating her 100th birthday with Taoiseach at the time Micheál Martin and Mary 

Rose Desmond  

 

 



Honorary Doctorate 2015 UCC  

Sr. Mercedes was awarded an honorary doctorates on 2nd November 2015 by UCC. 

 

 

 



December 1977 Letter to Sr. Mercedes from Ernest Walton an Irish Physicist 

and Nobel Laureate 

 

 

 

 


